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RKI: National Public Health Institute
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• 1891: “Royal Prussian Institute for Infectious Diseases”  
• 1912 renamed after Robert Koch

• 1,500 employees
• 50 nations
• 5 locations



RKI and transfusion medicine
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Blood donor surveillance Secretariat is a staff unit of 
the RKI president’s office
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Blood and Plasma Establishments in Germany 
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• Diversified structure
• no national blood service
• > 190 BE
• 6.89 million donations in 2023

✓ German Red Cross BE
✓ University- and hospital-based BE
✓ Private BE 
✓ Plasma Centres

https://www.blutspenden.de/blutspendedienste/
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Blood and Plasma donations in 2023
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3.72 million 
donations

3.05 million 
donations

116,000 
donations
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Blood donor surveillance
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Mandatory since 1999 for all blood and plasma BE 
Donors, donations, infections: HIV, HCV, HBV, syphilis, HEV, WNV

New donors:

• HIV - no trend
• HCV and HBV - decreasing trend

between 2015 and 2020/2021 and no
trend since

• Syphilis - increasing trend since 2020

Repeat donors:

• HIV infections no trend 2015-2023, 
increase in 2024

• HCV decreasing trend since 2015 
• HBV no trend between 2015 an 2023, 

increase in 2024
• Syphilis increasing trend since 2021
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Maintaining supply

Whole blood repeat donors 
2020-2024

Plasma repeat donors 
2020-2024

Observing trends in donor populations in times of demographic changes

• Decreasing trend in age groups
18-24, 25-34 and 45-54

• Increasing trend in age groups
35-44 and 65+

• Decreasing trend in age groups
18-24 and 34-44

• Increasing trend in age groups
55-64 and 65+
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Research (example)
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Data on donations and infections 
according to §22 Transfusion Act Anonymous compliance-study

Motivations to donate and 
reasons not to – Survey in a 

representative sample of the 
general population

Comparative analysis of reasons 
for deferral pre and post policy 

change

Evaluation

Individual risk 
assessment
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Supporting general epidemiology
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Data from blood and plasma donors can supplement epidemiological research

SeBluCo BoDVWNV
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National Advisory Board (Arbeitskreis Blut)
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• Established 1993 after the official 
hearing into the HIV transmissions

• Included in Transfusion Act (§24)

• Gives advice to the federal authorities 
and authorities of the Länder

• Safe blood, safe supplies

• 35 members

• Experts in transfusion medicine and 
related disciplines, patient 
representatives, industry, Länder 
respresentatives

• Appointment by MoH for 3 year periods

• Chair 1993-2014: Prof. Dr. R. Burger

• Chair since 2014: Dr. R. Offergeld
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Activities of the National Advisory Board
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• Advice on reduction of TTI
• Advice on supply issues

Recommendations on 
• testing
• emerging infections
• haemovigilance and surveillance  
• donor selection
• quality assurance and documentation
• training of students and physicians
• …

• Votes (70)
• Recommendations (68)
• Hearings in the legislative process
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Maintaining a safe blood supply
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New concepts are needed

• SoHO regulation
• Donor recruitment/motivation
• Monitoring
• Demand 

management/emergency plans

• Emerging infections
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Main challenges 

14.05.2025 R. Offergeld, Robert Koch Institute

Emerging infections
WNV
Dengue
Chikungunya
Zika
Krim-Kongo
Chagas
MPox

Known infections
HIV
HBV
Syphilis

Donor selection
Risk assessment
Donor motivation

Supply
IgG
Blood components
Military demand
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Thank you for your attention!
www.rki.de

epiblut@rki.de
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Thanks to

Karina Preußel
Wolfgang Rabe
Trang Nguyen


