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GBS & CIDP 101

• Inflammatory disorders of the peripheral 
nerves (outside of the brain and spinal cord)

• Usually preceded by an upper respiratory 
infection, digestive illness, Campylobacter 
jejuni, or vaccination (rare)

• Autoimmune conditions where the nerve 
coating, or myelin, is attacked
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GBS & CIDP 101

Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)

• Affects 2 in 100,000 individuals

• Acute condition characterized by 
the rapid onset of numbness, 
weakness, and often paralysis of 
the body

• Recovery can take six months to 
two years or longer; many 
patients have long-term residual 
effects

• IVIG or PE treatment used to 
shorten duration and severity

Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating 
Polyneuropathy (CIDP)

• Affects as high as 9 in 100,000 
individuals

• Chronic condition that usually 
develops over a period or 8 or 
more weeks with increasing 
sensory loss and weakness

• Left untreated, 30% of patients 
progress to wheelchair 
dependence, but with proper 
treatment, 90% of patients can 
walk without aid

• Often requires ongoing 
treatments of IVIG



My Introduction to
Guillain-Barré Syndrome







Moving From GBS to a
New Challenge – CIDP









The Need for Plasma

Calculation based on typical dosage, frequency, and average weight

?
Plasma Donations Needed to Provide

One Patient IVIG Treatment for One Year



The Need for Plasma

Calculation based on typical dosage, frequency, and average weight

270
Plasma Donations Needed to Provide

One Patient IVIG Treatment for One Year





GBS & CIDP Patient Concerns

• Supply of plasma for manufacture of plasma-
derived medicinal products (PDMPs)

• Identification of new conditions treatable 
using IVIG

• Emerging infectious diseases

• Access to healthcare and costs
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